Motorcycle Council of Western Australia

Minutes of General Meeting

29" April 2026

Venue:
Kewdale Tavern. 139 Kewdale Road, Kewdale, Western Australia 6105

Meeting Opened:
7:33 pm.

Chaired By:
Jeff Thomas.

Minutes By:
Jeff Thomas.

Attendees:
Bruce Burgess, Jeff Thomas, Tony Beeson, Michelle Hale, Sean Badrain.

Apologies:
Dave Wright, Travis Kean, Chris Meyer, Sue Lipsit.

Minutes of Last Meeting:
Minutes of General Meeting (25/03/2026) as distributed.
Accepted by: Sean Badrain. Seconded by Tony Beeson.

Actions Arising: Updating Bank Signatories not completed.

Chairman’s Report:

Welcome
Welcome to the MCWA Committee meeting for April. The number of road fatalities up to 28 April
stands at sixty one so far this year which is categorised as follows :

1. Car Drivers: Thirty Four (34)
2. Motorcycle Riders: Eighteen (18)
3. Pedestrians: Eight (8)
4. Cyclists: One (2)

As of this writing, there have been eighteen motorcycle fatalities so far in 2026, which is 29.5% of
motor vehicle fatalities. Moral to the story: Ride like your life depends on it.
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Activities

Meeting with the Minister for Police and Road Safety

Dave W. and | had a positive meeting with Hon. Reece Whitby MLA regarding the high number
of motorcycle fatalities, where the MCWA presented sensible suggestions to help reduce this
number. The minister is genuinely concerned about the over representation of motorcycle
fatalities in this state. The meeting agenda and subsequent unofficial Minutes of Meeting are

attached to this report.

First Responder First Aid Training

| attended the FAFM Motorcycle Crash Management Course on Sunday 26" April. The course
was both informative and entertaining which is a credit to the trainer. There were many tricks
that were shown (Think MacGyver as the trainer said!). | now feel more confident to being an
informed first responder where someone’s life is dependant on the people around them to
sustain their life until professional help arrives

New Delegate for the ORMTC

The Open Road Motorcycle Touring Club has lodged an application for Chris Cobain to replace
Chris Meyer as their delegate. The committee can vote to approve the application. The other
ORMTC delegate is Russel Dean, although we have only seen him once.

New member request from FAFM
At the Crash Management course last Sunday, the trainer from FAFM requested that her

business, which is and Incorporated body, become a member of the MCWA. | have sent her
an application form and information on how we operate to read before she makes the
request. Given her position, | believe it would be acceptable to pre-approve the application.
Given that the end of year is only two months away, the membership could start financially
from the 1% July 2026.

Upcoming Events

2026 Annual General Meeting
The 2026 AGM will be held on Wednesday the 26™ August. Key dates for this event are as

follows:

Monday 3™ August Notification to members of the AGM dates with committee
nomination forms.

Monday 17" August Committee Nominations close.

Wednesday19t" August An AGM reminder and the list of committee nominations will
be sent out to all members.

Wednesday 26 August Annual General Meeting.
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General News

¢ New Delegate Request — Chris Cobain (ORMTC)
The new delegate request for Chris Cobain was accepted unanimously.

e New Member Request — Deborah Geerts (FAFM)
The new member request for Deborah Geerts was accepted unanimously.

e Motorcyle Visibility on Roads
Avery interesting document can be read on www.scienceofbeingseen.org which gives a reality
check on the reliance of high visibility wear for personal safety.

e Kevin Loveland - Lap4luvo
Kevin has enquired if the MCWA can become involved with his round Australia ride. | have
contacted Kevin to ask for his itinerary which will be shared with motorcycle councils around
Australia. | stated that we could give visible support only and ride some of the way with him.
| am currently waiting for his reply.

e Banking Officers
| have not arranged anything as yet, it will now have to wait until | return from South Australia.

e Chairman’s possible Absence during May
My father is currently 96 years old, still living at home and still able to do the normal household
chores like cooking and cleaning. However, he has increasing need of assistance, so | have
been waiting to what the fuel situation is before travelling to South Australia to help him out.
| will now be leaving on Friday 1% May and returning by the end of May. The Vice Chair may
need to lead the delegates’ meeting, but | will keep everyone updated on my plans. You will
always be able to contact me as | will always answer my phone and reply to emails.

That is all for now:

Stay Safe
Jeff Thomas
Chairman

Treasurer’s Report:

Income: $31.10
e $2,000.00: WA Police grant for Crash Management Course
e $19.6: Containers for Change.

Outgoing: $0.00
e $0.00:.
Balance: $3741.14

Expected Expenses : Invoice up to $2000 from FAFM for Crash Management Course.
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General Discussions:
1. DOT has announced a consultation period during May for the Graduated Licensing system.
2. Slow drivers to be made aware that the overtaking lanes are not speeding lanes and to slow
down to let people pass.

Actions Arising:
Any actions should be resolved/completed by or at the next meeting:
» None.

Next Meeting
Next Delegates Meeting: 27/05/2026
Next Committee meeting: 24/06/2026

Meeting Closed:
8:32 pm.

Page 4 of 6
MCWA Inc\Meetings\01 MCWA Committee\02 Minutes\2026\20260429 Minutes of Committee Meeting



Minister for Road Safety
Minutes of Meeting

17% April 2026

Venue:
Road Safety Minister’s Office: Dumas House; 2 Havelock West Perth

Meeting Opened:
10:15 am.

Attendees:

Hon Reece Whitby MLA — Minister for Road Safety.
Carolyn Monaghan - Senior Policy Advisor Road Safety.
Jeffrey Thomas - Motorcycle Council of WA Inc.

David Wright - Motorcycle Council of WA Inc.

Apologies:

None.

Chaired By:
Hon Reece Whitby MLA — Minister for Road Safety.

Unofficial Minutes By:
Jeffrey Thomas

Meeting Agenda:

1.

roDd

© N o

Catastrophic Injury Definition.

Motorcycles in Bus Lanes.

Graduated Licensing System.

E-Scooter and E-Ridable Road statistics being included in their own category and not part of
the motorcycle category.

Data Saves Lives - providing better statistical data.

Improving Road User Education.

Driver/Rider Education.

Rider Trainer qualifications.

Actions Arising:

1.

The first discussion was centered on the strict interpretation of the Motor Vehicle and
Workplace Accidents (Catastrophic Injuries) Regulations 2016 Part 2 Division 1 “Criteria for
catastrophic injury”. An example was discussed where “Section 9 Amputations” of a rider
missing out on financial support due to minor technicalities. Items raised included:

a. lIs it possible to relax the regulations to be more humane.

b. Can the regulation means test the applicant so any insurance monies go to those

who can no longer fend for themselves.
c. Can the Criteria for catastrophic injury be applied on a case-by-case basis.

The main question raised was “When is a Catastrophic injury Not a catastrophic injury?”

2.

There was a general discussion that the MCWA does not agree with the RSC assessment of
motorcycles in bus lane dangers. There were no incidents during the previous two year trial.

The MCWA has been pursuing this for a long time, and it is time this topic was put to bed and
motorcyclists be allowed in bus lanes. The Minister discussed reports from the PTA and RSC
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and stated that they were not keen on the subject. The MCWA asked if another 12 month
trial can be undertaken as a step towards proving and implementation.

3. The Graduated Licensing System is still with the relevant minister for review. There are
government concerns of the up-front cost of the proposed extra training, however the MCWA
believes that it will provide a safer foundation to learner riders.

4. The MCWA stated that e-ridable statistics should have their own category and not be included
with motorcycle statistics. This inclusion makes it difficult to assess where the real problems
are:

a. Too many e-ridables are not registered, licensed, insured or of legal power/speed

ability.

b. The minister said that there are plans to address the current e-ridable problem.

5. The current RSC road crash data was discussed to show the inadequacy of being able to
recognise safety problems as they arise. General discussions included:

a. The AAA Data saves campaign was discussed. The Minister stated that he supports

the campaign.

b. | stated that | went to a NSW website (BITRE) to get statistical data of what is

happening in WA.

c. Queensland was given as a good example of providing this data.

The Minister has said he will help to give the MCWA greater access to road statistics so that
we can better understand what is happening on our roads. It is not the Minister’s job to
share data. He will support the Road Safety Commission giving the MCWA access to
statistics/data.

6. For Driver/Rider education, | gave examples as follows:

a. More electronic signs messages more often rather than just one we have now.
Billboard signs and give New Zealand, Victoria and Tasmania as a good examples.
Sending targeted safety messaging with license and registration renewals.

More meaningful media safety advertisements.

Updating road users on new laws and law changes. A good example is the W.A.

Road Filtering legislation that only received a small mention in the newspaper in

March 2020. This has led to confusion and suspicion among motorcyclists.

7. ltis well known that WA drivers are generally not good at using their indicators, roundabouts,
merging, and keep left laws as examples. A possible proposal was put forward to
requalify/upgrade road users’ roadcraft knowledge every ten years at the time they are
required to provide a new identification photograph. As part of the process, the driver/rider
will complete an online questionnaire to test and renew their knowledge of the road rules.

8. W.A. should adopt both Cert. IV and DOT assessments for trainers like the eastern states
rather than requiring only one. | stated we need to improve the quality of motorcycle trainers
and the facilities they use. Trainers should regularly be assessed for compliance and
updated knowledge.

© Q00T

The Minister was genuinely concerned about the over-representation of motorcyclists and what can
be done to provide a safer riding environment. The Minister also stated that the MCWA can send
letters or meet with him at any time. A very positive meeting.

Next Meeting
To be scheduled as required.

Meeting Closed:
11:15 am.
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